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June 26, 2009
Progress on tougher hoon laws welcomed
John Castrilli has welcomed the State Government’s commitment to cracking down on hoon drivers.

Legislation recently introduced into Parliament for debate will increase the period a vehicle is impounded to 28 days for a first hoon offence and to three months for a second offence.
On a third and subsequent offence, a vehicle would be confiscated and proceeds from its sale would go to road safety projects. Vehicles of little value would be crushed.
“Tougher hoon laws are something I have been pushing to see implemented for a long time,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“At our regular community meetings in Bunbury, hoon offences have been the number one issue raised.”

“I am glad the State Government is committed to improving road safety, which is what the new laws will do.”
“Driving a vehicle is a privilege, not a right. People who abuse that privilege do not deserve to be on the road endangering others.

“While most drivers do the right thing, there are still some who continue to flout the law and repeatedly drive recklessly with no thought for the safety of other road users, or pedestrians.”
Under the Road Traffic Amendment (Hoons) Bill 2009, reckless driving will be considered a hoon offence, with police not having to establish a circumstance of aggravation, such as racing, excessive noise or burnouts.
 Mr Castrilli said there would also be severe penalties for people who deface or devalue a vehicle after being served with a notice of intention to confiscate.
“This will cover situations where a person strips or damages their vehicle knowing it is about to be impounded or confiscated,” he said. 
The changes will not only focus on hoon drivers but also people driving without a valid license. From July 1, 2009, if you are found to be driving without a valid license your car will be impounded on the spot for 28 days.
The Government has set up a new Demerit Point Hotline on 1300 720 111 for people to check their current demerit point status.









