[image: image1.png]



	
	John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury 


April 28, 2005
Third World conditions of SW mental health services
Bunbury stands out as the worst catered-for regional city in Australia for mental health services due to inadequate care and human rights breaches.

“Mental health services in Bunbury have deteriorated over the last three years and reached crisis point in the past 12 months,” Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said.

“The Labor Government promised Bunbury a fully-operational mental health clinic and we have waited a full year for the reopening of the outpatient clinic which closed in 2004. This was supposed to be reopened five months ago but still isn’t open.

“We have the ludicrous situation where people are being counseled in a car. This is Third World stuff!

“No wonder, Dr Sev Ozdfowski, a human rights commissioner, has branded our city as the worst in Australia for mental health facilities.

“What are the people of Bunbury and the South-West expected to do, put their mental health concerns and those of family members or friends on hold merely because the Health Minister, Jim McGinty, cannot run his portfolio?

“When the outpatient clinic reopens, mental health patients will not be able to walk in and access help, they have to make an appointment through a Perth-based telephone service and I have already heard how difficult this has been for clients to access.

“The Livingskills rehabilitation programme was discontinued in December 2003 and this needs to be reopened; there aren’t enough psychiatrists or mental health specialists in the region and there is no ‘cooling off’ area established at the outpatient clinic to allow clients to cool down and work through their problems.

“Four psychiatrists have left Bunbury in the last year because there is no support structure for mental health treatment – no clinicians, no occupational therapists and a specialist mental health nurse stayed for only two days because she couldn’t work without a mental health structure in place”.

Mr Castrilli said a secure future needed to be provided for the Clozapine clinic attached to Bunbury Regional Hospital. (Patients prescribed Clozapine have to enter hospital to have the drug administered for sometimes up to six weeks and be weaned off old medication).

“The Clozapine clinic has to have a full time public psychiatrist in place and, considering Dr Roland Main left on March 3, are steps being taken to remedy this fact?” he said

“These are just a sample of the problems with the lack of mental health services in the South-West and it is not good enough.” 









