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Castrilli praises Bunbury for post-storm efforts
Member for Bunbury, John Castrilli, has praised the efforts of the people of Bunbury following Monday’s horrific storm, in Parliament today.

He has also thanked the Premier for declaring the storm a natural disaster and asked what specific help will be available to Bunbury residence and businesses. 

“ I spoke with the Premier in the house briefly yesterday and asked him what assistance could be given to Bunbury. 

“Insurance will cover a lot of the losses, however the community does need help.  It is comforting for the Bunbury community to know the State is standing behind them, offering support both financial and moral.”

In Parliament Mr Castrilli conveyed his condolences to the many people and businesses in Perth and regional WA, who have lost property.

“And I congratulate all the emergency workers who have done a tremendous job.  I am sure all South West Members join me in this praise,” he said.

Mr Castrilli praised Western Power’s South West staff along with the Police and City of Bunbury rangers. 

“They managed traffic control and all worked together in a fantastic coordinated approach with SES workers,” he said.

“The City of Bunbury staff did a fantastic job, with Parks and Gardens workers clearing roads. Members of the Local Emergency Management Committee members who have played a big part in the success of the clean up and who I wish to record thanks and congratulate are:

· City of Bunbury Rangers led by Manager and LEMC Chair John Kowal

· Coordinator Lewis Winter

· SES Local Manager Ian Axell

· Bunbury Police – Supt Rob Harrison & Frank Yates

· Western Power – Network Officer Lindsay Duncan

· Main Roads – Andy Rowlands

· DCD – Bob Dawson

· Alinta Gas- Gary Deeble

· Aqwest – Gary Adlam

· Bunbury Port Harbour Master – Helen Cole

· Volunteer Bushfire Brigade Captain – Terri Kowal

· And the City of Bunbury – Rangers and Executive 

· And all other volunteers

“I wish to also make mention of the role that communications played in the efforts, ABC radio, themselves devastated by damage to their building, and HotFM/RadioWest kept the community up to date with road alerts, advising which schools had been closed, reassuring people help was on its way,” Mr Castrilli said.

He also drew attention to the future of St Patrick’s Cathedral.

“It appears the winds tried to lift the building from its foundations and I understand that Structural Engineers will need to assess the extent of the damage,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I sincerely hope that it will not require a complete rebuild - that would be really tragic.” 

Mr Castrilli said outside of Parliament that Monday’s emergency was the first time that Bunbury’s Local Emergency Management Committee had been put to the test.

“The results make me proud of my involvement in this committee and of the community of Bunbury,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I will be doing all I can and working together with the Mayor for the best outcome for Bunbury and our people in this trying time.”










