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June 15, 2005
LOCAL VIEWS SHOULD BE LISTENED TO
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is disappointed over the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Alannah MacTiernan’s treatment of the Bunbury people over the approval of a woodchip mill being built at the Bunbury Port. 

The Minister has vowed to do all she can to ensure that the mill goes ahead despite the fact that this is against the wishes of the people of Bunbury.

“They were elected by the people to represent the wishes of the people and that is what they are doing in this case,” Mr Castrilli said.

“They are elected members and as such theirs views and votes should be respected.

The Minister has vowed to do all she can to ensure that the mill goes ahead despite the fact that this is against the wishes of the people of Bunbury.

“The views of those living in East Bunbury, and indeed the broader Bunbury community need to be respected not overruled by the Minister presiding in Perth.”

“It was arrogant of the Minister to suggest that she will put pressure on the councillors in order to get them to overrule the wishes of Bunbury residents.  

“The Minister should realise that the Port is for storage and transit, not for manufacturing or processing.

“I believe the WAPRES woodchip mill should have been set up in Donnybrook in the first place which was WAPRES’s original plan.

“If the Minister does completely overrule the City of Bunbury’s decision, it makes a farce out of the process.”

While the Minister has been quoted as saying “the State Government may need to make a decision taking a larger view,” it is a pity she is not looking at the greater good.  

When the proposal was originally to put the mill at Donnybrook and the majority wanted it to go there, she did not show any leadership and put it at Donnybrook. 

On the issue of upgrading the rail line Mr Castrilli believes the Minister is wrong to make the rail improvements contingent on the woodchip mill going to the Port.

“The money should be spent on the rail improvements and upgrading the South West highway regardless of where the mill goes,” Mr Castrilli said.

“We must address the inadequacies in this process of carrying produce to the port and make it an economic, efficient and safe process.”  










