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Child sexual abuse counselling must continue

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is dismayed that the free sexual abuse and sexual assault service in Bunbury is not assured of continuation after the end of this month.

The service is provided by the Kids and Teens service of Waratah Support Group for children 5 to 12 years of age and is the only one of its kind in the region.  It has been successfully operating on a temporary basis since last September.

“It is indeed a sad state of affairs when statistically one in four children are sexually abused and we as a society need to help these children deal with this trauma as best they can,” Mr Castrilli said.

“What sort of a society are we if we ignore our youngest and most vulnerable victims?

“In the less than 12 months, with a one off grant from the Department of Justice, Waratah were actually counselling 40 young children. It had 40 victims of sexual abuse/ assault registered.  It could however, only provide limited services on a part time basis but the need to continue these services and indeed extend it was so obviously there.”

Mr Castrilli believes Minister for Community Development, Sheila McHale needs to look at her priorities.

“For the sake of $120,000 the government has deemed that the only service in Bunbury that counsels these young victims will not continue,” he said.

“They have seen fit to provide $50,000 for a new service that raises awareness of sexual assault but is this money well spent if there is no counselling available for these young victims?

“It is not good enough. Is this how this city-centric government plans to deal with regional people?”

“I call on Minister McHale to urgently provide recurrent funding for Waratah’s Kids and Teens Program sufficient for a full-time service.

“I have been working with Waratah for some time since I became aware that the future of the Kids and Teens Program funding was uncertain.  I have approached the Minister’s office and will be meeting next week to discuss the future of the Kids and Teens Program.”

“The Minister has effectively passed the buck by suggesting that Waratah go and knock on somebody’s else’s door.”

