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Castrilli calls for doubling of Homeswest building program
Member for Bunbury, John Castrilli MLA is calling on the Gallop government to double the Homeswest building program for the Bunbury area.

“Public housing is facing a crises in Bunbury - we have people desperate for a roof over their head yet the State government is crowing about their $1.2 billion Budget revenue windfall,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Where are the Gallop government’s priorities when our public housing system is in crisis?

Mr Castrilli said this is the best way to address the housing crisis.

“We have a situation in Bunbury where people who are put on the priority housing list have a minimum wait of three to six months,” he said.

“To be even placed on the priority list the person or family must have been assessed as being in crisis and in urgent need of housing.

“What sort of a situation is that!  While the government is enjoying the greatest free kick in the State’s economic history, fundamental housing requirements like a roof over one’s head are not being met.

Mr Castrilli said that in the last few weeks, a number of people have contacted his office and they have been absolutely unable to find a house in Bunbury.

“They are completely unable to afford renting on the private market. They are on the priority list at Homeswest but the Homeswest staff are telling them that there is a minimum three-six month wait.

“This is not the staff’s fault, they do a great job with the resources they have.

“It is the sheer cost of housing that is forcing their hand and Homeswest policy renders it impossible to compete and buy more houses in the hot property market Bunbury is experiencing.

“ I shudder to think what state the public housing system would be in if WA was in a dire situation financially, Mr Castrilli said.

“I call on the Gallop government to expand the Homeswest building program for the Bunbury area.

“The Department of Housing and Works currently have funding to build approximately 30 units in the Bunbury area but that should be urgently doubled.

“In effect the Department is experiencing zero growth with the number of Homeswest houses at the moment. With so many on the priority waiting list, this is ridiculous.  

“The building program is not sufficient when you look at the demand for public housing and the fact that Homeswest houses are still being sold in Withers through the New Living’ program. 

“The Department have land at Glen Iris, Dalyellup and the old hospital site they can build more units on so why not do that and alleviate this public housing crises.”










