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August 19, 2005

Public Dental Debacle

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has spoken out about the appalling state of public dental services in Bunbury.

“The waiting list for public dental patients in Bunbury is now up to a staggering 3000 people - that means you have to wait for two and a half to three years to get treatment,” Mr Castrilli said. 

Mr Castrilli said that the situation at the Dental Clinic is so bad that dentists are not even treating those on the normal waiting list at the moment because they are dealing with 20 to 30 emergency cases a day.

“We have patients who are waiting to have cavities filled for three years.   They may have rotten teeth and need the whole lot pulled out but they can’t see their dentist for three years.

Mr Castrilli said the process of building a new dental clinic to relieve this situation has been stalled.

“While the $2.5 million for a new dental clinic has been confirmed in the budget, after having been announced in November, the process involved in getting a new clinic built has stalled,” he said.

“The preferred site for the new dental clinic in Plaza St, Bunbury was actually approved for purchase by the Minister before the election.

“However, after the election it has all been put on ice and the people in need of dental care in Bunbury forgotten.”

“I want this appalling situation rectified.  The money is there yet there is no action on the ground and patients are in pain.

“I want the Gallop government to let the people of Bunbury know when a suitable site for the new clinic can be identified so that building of this much needed clinic can begin.

“Can the Minister for Health Jim McGinty give some time frame as to when the new dental clinic will be operational?

“In fact, I question the Government’s commitment to build the new dental clinic?  What is the situation regarding the decision making process?”

"I want the Gallop government to tell us what the hold up is with the process of building the new dental clinic.  It was initially announced in November in a pre-election climate.  8 months later nothing has happened? I want to know when the new dental clinic will be operational?”

Mr Castrilli also called for more public dentists for the clinic.  “We have such a long waiting list and there are six chairs and there should be six dentists.  There are only six.  Of those three, only two are fully functioning dentists. This is not good enough.”

“I want to know what the Minister is doing to recruit and keep more dentists to the Bunbury Dental Clinic?”

