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Negligence threatens water supply

The State Government has abandoned infill sewerage programs in the South West, putting at risk the health and economic wellbeing of more than 130,000 Western Australians in the region and jeopardising the State’s main water catchments.

More than $100 million is required to end the use of septic tanks in residential areas in the South West.

The State’s body for maintaining water supplies, The Water Corporation, has stated that septic tank use is a health risk to the environment.

Bunbury MLA and Shadow Minister for Local Government John Castrilli said the inability of regional towns to have sufficient access to infill sewerage was causing economic stress and health risks across the South West.

“Septic tanks were never engineered to last forever. In many towns installations are breaking down with effluent discharging directly into rivers, storm water drains and onto the ground surface.

“Not only is surface water at risk but if this waste enters the water table the aquifers that are the lifeblood of the State could also be compromised. There is little point in the Government spending hundreds of millions of dollars finding new sources of water for the State if it does not protect this precious commodity.

“Unless Western Australian’s are happy at the thought that they may end up drinking effluent than a proper funding commitment to this vital program needs to be reinstituted”.

“New South Wales has already suffered the effects of ignoring the risk of septic discharge with severe impacts on the oyster industry in the Hawkesbury and Shoalhaven rivers. Our own waterways are a time bomb waiting for the right climatic conditions to explode”, Mr Castrilli said.

In Bunbury alone over 4500 homes are still connected to septic tanks and in Busselton it is over 6000 homes. Bunbury is being hampered in its efforts to meet commercial development demands, as it needs additional infill sewerage services to fulfill that demand.

In some of the smaller towns and shires the ability to take advantage of a population shift towards areas with lifestyle advantages has ground to a halt as infill sewerage is required to build the high density residential developments being sought by metropolitan homebuyers seeking a better lifestyle.

Funds had been put in place in 1995 to connect over 111,000 homes to infill sewerage across the State by 2005. Since 2001 the Labor Government has progressively siphoned off the allocated funds for various water programs.

Mr Castrilli said: “The Labor Government has shown time and time again it cares nothing for what happens outside the metropolitan area. It’s One City policy is a farce and fails to recognise that Western Australian society extends beyond the metropolitan boundary and that the bulk of the economic drivers are located in regional areas.

To rub salt into the wound the latest information from Water Corporation is that the infill programs to service the South West will now take place between 2014 to 2019, more than 10 years later than originally promised.

“Yet even the latest outrageous timetable may well turn out to be yet another fabrication. The Minister assisting the Minister for Water, John Kobelke, has informed me that Water Corporation has only been allocated $10 million a year going forward to spend on infill sewerage programs. That will not even be enough to maintain services in the metro area, let alone service the urgent needs of regional Western Australia”, he said.

