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Research and funding a priority: Castrilli

The WA Liberals have backed the WA Local Government Association (WALGA) in calling on the Gallop Government to provide additional funding for voluntary structural reform and detailed research into the sustainability of local government in Western Australia.

Shadow Local Government Minister John Castrilli said that successfully revitalising local government is one of the greatest challenges facing the state and it was vital that sufficient funding and research be available to support any changes.

“Local Government plays a valuable role in managing communities in this state. It is the sphere of government closest to the people and as such any structural reform or shifting of boundaries needs to be dealt with properly,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Any reforms must be backed by thorough research and funding to ensure that local representation and the delivery of services is not compromised, particularly in regional areas.”

In its submission in advance of the 2006-07 State Budget, WALGA is seeking $150,000 for a joint inquiry into the systemic sustainability of local government. The funding would be matched by WALGA on a dollar for dollar basis.

Mr Castrilli said the current inquiry by the Local Government Advisory Board was a good starting point but that it was too reliant on submissions from interested parties rather than independent research.

“Local Government Minister John Bowler must commission independent research as a priority so there is a solid foundation on which to assess the true state of local government,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Attempting a reform process without independent data on the current status of our local governments could be devastating.

“Similar studies in South Australia and Victoria identified serious problems with the viability of a number of local governments in those states.”

Mr Castrilli also supported WALGA’s request for $2m to be allocated in the 2006-07 budget to facilitate cooperation and other voluntary structural reform initiatives between local governments.

 “Providing funding for professional facilitators and to support voluntary cooperative arrangements could provide significant cost savings for local governments without compromising service delivery and the need to rush through forced changes,” Mr Castrilli said.

“A number of successful voluntary regional groupings already exist and this is a step that the Government can take now, independent of any research or inquiries, to improve efficiencies in the operation of local governments.

“Clearly local government itself recognises the importance of doing this, as do the Liberals. 

“Local Government is the lifeblood of many regional communities and the State Government has an obligation to ensure that any reforms do not further compromise services and representation in country Western Australia.

“Regional representation has already taken a hit with the passing of Labor's so-called 'one vote, one value' electoral reforms and we must ensure people living outside of the metropolitan area do not take another hit from the Gallop Government.”

WALGA is the peak representative for the 144 Local Governments across Western Australia. It represents the 1,400 elected members, 12,000 employees and 1.9 million constituents of local government in the state.










