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Castrilli welcomes COAG mental health reform
Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA has welcomed the new approach on mental health agreed to at the recent Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting.

“The report, Not for Service: Experiences of Injustice and Despair in Mental Health Care in Australia, released last October called for “governments to commit to a process of genuine and well-resourced reform” and it looks at if this started to happen at COAG.

“The commitment from the commonwealth and state and territory leaders to build a national action plan that will boost the quality of services and provide for sustained improvement in services to the mentally ill as soon as possible is definitely a step in the right direction.

“I have championed the cause of mental health and drawn attention to the glaring lack of services in the SW. I am hopeful that with a bipartisan approach to the issues involved in mental health, real progress will be made.”

“We are seeing evidence of low standards of mental health services operating in the South West.   I am hopeful that this latest COAG meeting will signal a significant turning point for mental health services in Bunbury.  

“It is high time that a coordinated and well- funded approach to mental health issues was implemented. For the benefit of those who suffer from a mental illness and their families, I hope the COAG plan will soon materialise” Mr Castrilli said.

