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Discussion called for on organ donation
Bunbury and South West residents are being asked to discuss and make clear their position as potential organ and tissue donors.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli, said at any one time there were 2000 people throughout Australia whose lives could be saved or transformed as a result of transplanted organs or tissue.

Mr Castrilli urged families, partners and friends to discuss the topic of donations amongst themselves to clear up any doubts about registering as donors. 

“Australian Organ Donor Awareness Week is an appropriate occasion for people to take the time to talk and think about what the consent process is all about,” he said.

“I have seen enough evidence recently in the community to know that if an individual’s wishes are known, and the consent process is in place, the burden is largely lifted from families at a time when they are immersed in their grief.

“The formal registration process for consent is as simple as filling in a form which is available at the Medicare office in Bunbury or alternatively, online registration is possible.

“I know personally that families and friends of organ donors have an overwhelming sense that their loss was not in vain, and were often referred to as “life-giving heroes”’.

Last week a memorial to South West organ and tissue donors was opened by Mr Castrilli at the crematorium in Carey Park. 

Mr Castrilli had been approached by a donor’s mother to investigate the establishment of a memorial in the South West as an alternative to donor families having to travel to a memorial in Perth.

As the result of discussions initiated by Mr Castrilli, the Bunbury memorial soon became a reality.

The Bunbury Cemetery Board Manager Pieter Den Boer arranged the construction of the memorial which was funded by local businesses and private donations.  

In a moving ceremony at the memorial families of organ donors and recipients remembered those whose passing had helped save lives.










