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Government flaunts cronyism 

The State Government is to blame for the inadequate provision of infrastructure in Bunbury and the South West Region and not its under-funded agencies, said Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

The new Minister for the South West Norm Marlborough has wasted no time in trying to pass the buck for Labor’s blatant disregard for the needs of Bunbury by blaming agencies like the South West Development Commission for insufficient infrastructure spending.

“Marlborough can talk all he likes about giving Bunbury a greater priority but his veiled threat to fill Bunbury with his Labor cronies should ring alarm bells in the community”, said Mr Castrilli.

“Agencies like the South West Development Commission should be bi-partisan and charged solely with working for the development of the South West.

“Yet already increased government interference in the South West is evident since Alan Carpenter became premier and appointed Marlborough to the South West.

“As the elected representative of Bunbury I have this week been informed I cannot speak to the chief executive of the South West Development Commission without him getting permission from Marlborough.

“Surely the CEO of such an important organisation to regional development can speak with other community leaders without Marlborough holding his hand. How can an organisation be expected to fulfil its duties while being hamstrung by blatant political interference?

“I do not fly the liberal banner at my office and that is as it should be. I have been elected by the people of Bunbury to look after their interests and my political allegiance has nothing to do with how I perform my duties.

“The Gallop Government began one of the greatest travesties that has yet to be exposed when it took office in 1999. Gallop filled senior positions in the bureaucracy with Labor supporters. The bureaucracy should be above politics and should work for the people of Western Australia.

“It will take years if not decades to fix Gallop’s legacy of ‘jobs for the boys’ and it is now apparent that cronyism will prosper under the Carpenter regime.

“The South West has a $4 billion a year economy requiring hundreds of millions to billions of dollars in infrastructure requirements to maintain its long term international competitive edge in resource and agricultural exports and to provide new drivers for the regional economy such as increased tourism.

“The State Government must end its policy of flooding the metropolitan area with funds to buy votes while throwing regional areas a few crumbs during election campaigns.

“The voice of regional Western Australia has already been diminished by Labor’s move to reduce the number of seats for regional areas in Parliament while creating new seats within the metropolitan area.

“The people of Western Australia are not a pack of donkeys happy to be led by the nose. They should be treated with respect and given politicians and bureaucrats that work in their interest, not in the interests of the Labor party’s public relations machine.”

