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Surgery cancelled after 12-month wait

The South West Health Campus is canceling operations because it does not have enough sterilized surgical equipment.

In mid-February a patient that had waited more than 12 months to have a knee replacement had the operation cancelled just 72 hours before being admitted. The patient had already given three units of blood to be used during the operation. 

“The patient visited my office the following day and has been traumatised by events at the hospital. The patients doctor, Orthopedic surgeon Allen Chong, has been so outraged by the bungle that he has gone public on the issue.

Mr Castrilli said: “This case raises a disturbing and previously unreported problem at the South West Health Campus.

“The hospital has been plagued by problems in recent years and it all flows back to insufficient funding by the State Government.

“It is bad enough that the hospital cannot provide the full level of services that it was built to handle but to cancel operations because equipment cannot be sterilised is a frightful situation”.

In this case a patient that had waited for more than 12 months was pushed out of the que by a private healthcare patient. The hospital then had insufficient equipment sterilised to carry out all the operations booked for that day and Dr Chong’s patient was the scapegoat.

When you pay for private healthcare you expect prompt service. However, it is unacceptable that the public health system is of such low priority that this situation can arise.

“It is time the Government appointed an independent body to scrutinise the South West Health Campus and a solution found to its continuing problems. Simply moving the administration responsibilities to Perth will not solve the other issues the hospital is facing.”









