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Government must rethink Yarragadee 

Bunbury will be selling its future short if it supports the Water Corporation’s proposal to take water from the Yarragadee aquifer, says Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

Bunbury Mayor David Smith’s argument that the $400 million construction cost of the pipeline is a vital reason for supporting the proposal does not stack up.

Water Corporation has failed to adequately address regional water needs in the long term and without certainly over water availability industry may be forced to look at alternative locations to expand or start up new businesses.

The South West is the breadbasket of Western Australia. If there is insufficient water available to grow our horticultural and agricultural business, if there is insufficient water to progress industrial developments than any benefit from the capital spend on building a pipeline will rapidly evaporate.

Mr Smith is a lone voice. The City of Bunbury executive, Aqwest (the Bunbury Water Board) and the combined shires of the South West all oppose Water Corporation’s proposal in its current form, having studied the impact of the development for more than two years.

Additionally, Water Corp’s assurance that any adverse impact on the South West environment from abstracting water from the Yarragadee would result in the pipeline being curtailed or shut down is rubbish.

Governments do not build massive infrastructure projects and than walk away from them.

 And if that is the case it only enforces the view that more scientific certainty is needed to understand the impacts of tapping the Yarragadee.

Water Corp has also not looked at reasonable alternatives to tapping the Yarragadee. The current proposal is situated to far inland, has a maximum impact on the lowering of the water table and potential for environmental disaster.

The government needs to examine the option of tapping the Yarragadee closer to where the aquifer flows into the ocean off Bunbury.

Such a solution would cost more to build and the cost of pumping the water to Perth would be greater but it would be a sustainable solution.

I believe the people of Western Australia are sufficiently educated on the need to increase available water supplies to accept sustainable solutions, even if it means paying a little more. Certainly I don’t believe Western Australian’s would want to sacrifice the integrity of the South West environment or restrict the region’s ability to feed Perth or generate new export markets.

