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Bunbury MLA to keep Health Minister on notice

Claims by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli that South West patients are suffering unnecessarily due to the lack of an essential piece of urology equipment at the Regional Hospital drew a favourable response from Health Minster Jim McGinty yesterday.

A grievance motion delivered in State Parliament this week by Mr Castrilli highlighted the ridiculous situation of local urologists having to send patients to already overcrowded hospitals in Perth for treatment to remove kidney stones.

When questioned in State Parliament, the Health Minister agreed Bunbury should have such equipment and he would ‘be very supportive, once I have seen the facts and figures, of this equipment being installed at Bunbury hospital’.

“Requests for this equipment have been made for three years and fallen on deaf ears so I am heartened by the Minister’s response,” Mr Castrilli said.

Providing ureterorenoscopy and laser equipment to the value of $120 000 at the Bunbury Regional Hospital would overcome this most unsatisfactory situation that is costing the health system unnecessary additional funds and patients unnecessary pain and suffering.
“People in Bunbury and surrounding regions with kidney stone and related problems are in pain and their kidneys are still at risk, so I will be following up on the Minister’s support for the south-west to get this much needed equipment”, Mr Castrilli said.

Mr McGinty said the issue would be determined after receiving information from the hospital’s management and assessment made depending on its importance against competing needs for new and replacement equipment across specialty areas.

Application for the machine would then be forwarded to the Western Australian Country Health Service for funding consideration in 2006-07.










