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Independent legal complaint committee to be investigated

Complaints against legal practitioners must be judged by an independent assessor, not a committee of peers.

Chairman of the Liberal’s Law and Order Committee John Castrilli tabled a 615 signatory petition in Parliament, which called for a change to the current system where complaints are assessed by a group of lawyers sitting on the Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee. 

It called for the adoption of similar legislation as was in place in Queensland relating to assessing complaints against lawyers.

The petition complemented a previous petition tabled by Colin Barnett in 2005 which contained more than 2000 signatures calling for the shift. 

“This is a significant issue that has a strong community voice calling for change to the system,” Mr Castrilli said.

“People are saying to us that there is a real need for an independent authority to replace the Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee, if only to address the issue of public perception. 

“In partnership with the committee and the Shadow Attorney General Sue Walker I will investigate what options for change are available, whether they are feasible and whether a change would benefit WA. The assessment will include looking at the system in place in Queensland.

“People want to be able to have confidence in that if they lodge complaints they will be properly addressed. An independent body to assess complaints against legal practitioners will go a long way towards this.”
In 2004/2005 the committee received 2,209 complaints. 68 per cent were made for unprofessional conduct and 16.5 per cent for neglect.

Disciplinary action was taken on only 13 cases, while 409 were still undetermined by the end of the year.










