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Extended trading on the agenda again

“More” will eventually mean “less” when it comes down to the so-called benefits of extended trading hours, according to Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

“The people of Bunbury have been asked this question time and time again through numerous surveys and a referendum and the outcome has unequivocally been No,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I acknowledge some of the economic arguments, but we must take into account the serious impact deregulation would have on the greater Bunbury community. 

“Deregulation poses a very real threat to families and to the social fabric of our community. 

“Small Businesses are often family run and the effects of being forced to work seven days a week to compete with the large multinationals, that have the benefit of work place agreements, would certainly be detrimental to family life.  

“We must respect the important role that small business plays in retailing and we should support the courage of the independents who are literally up against the giants in the retail world.  

“Deregulation has the potential to totally reduce the trading confidence in these vital service sectors, and ultimately, there will be the elimination of real competition.

“One of the effects observed from extended trading hours, has been the notable affect on sporting and community groups. Over time, these groups struggle for survival as volunteer numbers diminish.

“There is only a certain amount of money to be spent – more hours does not mean more money.

“The fact remains that under legislation, retail businesses that have up to ten employees can currently apply for a permit for extended trading provided they meet the prescribed criteria. 

“The people of Western Australia voted No at the last referendum – and this decision should be respected and reaffirmed.”










