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                                                                June 22, 2006

Minister MacTiernan gone off the rails

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA has expressed disappointment at a Government proposal that will limit the Australind rail service between Bunbury and Perth.

Under the plan, coaches will be used to transfer passengers from Bunbury to Mandurah, where they will be then required to transfer to the Mandurah to Perth train service.

“I hold serious concerns that the elderly, disabled and unchaperoned children will be disadvantaged by the proposal as many will find embarking and disembarking coaches with luggage a real problem,” said Mr Castrilli.

“Since the announcement, I have received many calls to my office expressing concern and disapproval.

“The Minister has spruiked that the benefit is a quicker and more flexible service, but the expected 22 minute reduction in travel time may not be realised with the physical transfer of passengers and luggage from coaches to the Mandurah – Perth shuttle expected to take 10 minutes.  And 10 minutes isn’t a lot of time for an aged or disabled person to get from one mode of transport to another when tackling luggage and having to purchase a ticket.”  

“It is my understanding that commuters will not be able to purchase a one off ticket in advance for the Mandurah to Perth rail journey, nor will they be able to book a seat.  They will have to take pot luck when they get there.  Such issues may turn potential passengers away.”  Mr Castrilli said.

“Many local jobs and service providers will be negatively effected by this proposal, and coach services to Perth already exist. This proposal is a real kick in the teeth for many businesses in the region. 

“The Minister should be looking to improve the Australind service, not cutting it back. This proposal effectively scraps half of the daily service of the Australind train to Perth for no real advantage to our community. 

“Due to the large amount of people who have contacted me on this issue, I invite community members to meet with me at the Bunbury Bowling Club, Blair Street Bunbury at 10am on Friday, June 30, 2006 and have their say on this proposal.” 

“The proposal is completely off track with the wishes of the community and proves that Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is out of touch with regional West Australians,” said Mr Castrilli.

