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MacTiernan fast tracks demise of the Australind

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA has hit out at a Government plan that will signal the eventual demise of the Australind rail service between Bunbury and Perth. 

Expressing his serious concern at Minister MacTiernan’s so-called proposal to ‘upgrade’ the service, Mr Castrilli has gone on the attack following significant community confusion and objection to the plan.

“This proposal smacks of contempt for the people of Bunbury and the broader South West region. The Minister is looking to prop up future patronage of her disastrous Metro rail project while phasing out our Australind service,” Mr Castrilli said.

“What the Minister has proposed is a major reduction of the Australind service that will also see the Australind based in Perth. Instantly we lose jobs and this is just the start.

“The Australind train service will be reduced to one service that will operate daily, to the sole advantage of Perth commuters, not the southwest community. 

“This service will definitely not be a ‘return service’ for southwest commuters as the Minister has publicly stated on Tuesday, June 27, 2006.

“Under the proposal the Australind will leave Perth at 9am, arriving in Bunbury at 11.45am.  The only service from Bunbury will be at 2.45pm.

“This will mean that southwest commuters wishing to take the Australind train service to Perth will arrive at 5.15pm, too late for any business hour appointments and therefore requiring an overnight stay. 

“The return service to Bunbury the following day will depart Perth at 9.00am so again, there is no time for appointments, so a second overnight stay would be required.

“This means that to hold one appointment in Perth, it will take 3 days in total. Plainly, this is ludicrous and completely unacceptable. 

“If this Government proposal is allowed to go ahead, no one will utilise the service and it will be cut for good, nothing is surer,” Mr Castrilli said.   

“It is becoming apparent that this is the Minister’s real plan. This is the first step in a deliberate attempt to kill off the service completely.  

* Recent records for the Australind services shows an average 412 passengers per day. In comparison, the new Avon Link rail service provided at a cost of $12m in August 2005, conducts one return journey per day with often less than 40 passengers per day.

“It is interesting to note the imminent upgrade of the Wagerup and Worsley refinery and recent completion of upgrades at the Pinjarra Alcoa refineries that will continue to significantly increase freight traffic and train frequency on the line,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“This increase in rail demand within the southwest is no surprise, so why has the Minister allowed this situation to develop without real planning?

“We are one of the fastest growing regions in Australia. We don’t want this Government cutting essential services into the southwest,” said Mr Castrilli. 

“Western Australia needs this Minister to take infrastructure planning seriously with a strong focus on the future of the southwest. 

“If eliminating the Australind service is the answer to current rail issues, then I strongly suggest that this Government has completely bungled it’s handling of the planning and infrastructure portfolio.   

* Records from (off-peak) period June 18 to 25, 2006.

