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South West on board with Castrilli

Overwhelming support for the Australind train service from Bunbury to Perth was firmly established at a community meeting in Bunbury this morning. 

A capacity crowd of about 300 people packed into the Bunbury Bowling Club to attend the meeting and commit their resolute support for Mr Castrilli to vigorously oppose the Government’s intention to cut back the Australind passenger train service.

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA, who is championing opposition to the Government proposal, was supported by a broad cross section of the southwest community in a public showing of unity to maintain the Bunbury to Perth rail service. 

Mr Castrilli, who initiated the community meeting, took the opportunity to read the Government proposal to the gathering and then explained the proposal in detail, bringing major ramifications for the southwest community to light.

“The Australind train service will be reduced to one service that will operate daily, to the sole advantage of Perth commuters, not the southwest community,” said Mr Castrilli. 

“This service will definitely not be a ‘return service’ for South West commuters as the Minister has publicly stated on Tuesday, June 27, 2006.

“Under the proposal the Australind will leave Perth at 9am, arriving in Bunbury at 11.45am.  The only service from Bunbury will be at 2.45pm.

“This will mean that southwest commuters wishing to take the Australind train service to Perth will arrive at 5.15pm, too late for any business hour appointments and therefore requiring an overnight stay. 

“The return service to Bunbury the following day will depart Perth at 9.00am so again, there is no time for appointments, so a second overnight stay would be required.

“This means that to hold one appointment in Perth, it will take three days in total. Plainly, this is ludicrous and completely unacceptable. 

“It is obvious that the Minister has engineered this to fail so that she will have grounds to terminate the Australind train service completely.”

With Mr Castrilli’s invitation for the meeting to express their views, many spoke of the frustrations that the elderly and disabled citizens will endure with the use of coaches under the Government proposal.

The physical transfer by the elderly and children from coach to train at Mandurah and the coordination of luggage, which would be unassisted, featured regularly in comments from the floor.

Speakers on behalf of the disabled citizens rang alarm bells, stating that there would be no public travel option left to transport the community’s disabled from Bunbury to Perth.  It was made very clear that it was not considered viable for those with wheelchairs and walking frames to be forced to use 2 different modes of transport and the transfer in between.

“The South West of WA is one of the fastest growing areas in Australia and therefore the Australind train service should be increased and further developed for the future of the region,” said Mr Castrilli.

“The proposal proves that Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is completely unfamiliar with the issues faced by the regional West Australians. She is totally on the wrong track altogether.”

