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Castrilli backs call to save the Australind

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA has highlighted the intense public opposition to a Government proposal that will slash the effectiveness of the Australind passenger train services from Bunbury to Perth, as a body blow to Minister MacTiernan and the State Government.

“The people of the southwest must stand up to fight the implementation of this proposal and we are doing everything we can to make sure that the South West community is heard and not run over the top of,” said Mr Castrilli.

“We must send a very clear message to the Government. The South West of WA is one of the fastest developing regions in the nation and we do not want any downgrading of any service whatsoever. 

“The first thing we must do is reject this proposal outright. Then we can look at upgrading the Australind service and increasing its ability to better serve the community.   

“We require investment in vital infrastructure into the region so that we can continue to develop and remain robust and vibrant. 

“This Government should get on with the job of delivering a second freight rail line from Bunbury to Perth so that the future of the southwest will not be compromised by shallow thought proposals such as this one. 

“I held a community meeting regarding the proposal due to the overwhelming number of phone and office calls my staff had to deal with. Out of this meeting, many new serious consequences of the proposal were shared and the meeting united to fully oppose the Minister’s plan. 

“A committee has been formed to assist coordinate the circulation of our Parliamentary petitions and to collate ideas to improve the services linking Bunbury and Perth. I am looking at the possibility of staging a public rally to coincide with the presentation of the petitions to the Minister so that the community can be properly involved.     

“The proposal, which is referred to as an “Upgrade” of public transport services to the South West is in effect, an obvious downgrade, which through Government design, I strongly believe is the precursor for the eventual termination of the Australind train service.”

