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Australind ‘policy on the run’ leaves the station 

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA has dismissed Minister MacTiernan’s latest comments on the Australind passenger rail service as “ill-informed and yet another insult to the people of the South West”.

Mr Castrilli’s comments come in response to Ms MacTiernan comments that “she believed public anger was largely a result of misunderstanding the proposal”. 

“There is no misunderstanding”, Mr Castrilli said.


“The proposal is only two pages long and clearly outlines the cut to the service.

“We have studied the document and plainly spelled out the serious ramifications of the proposed cut to the southwest community. 

“In response to our presentation of the real facts regarding this proposal and the subsequent overwhelming rejection of the proposal by the community, the Minister and her departments are now knee jerking around with ‘policy on the run’ statements that are not part of the original proposal,” said Mr Castrilli 

“This indicates that very little thought or research has gone into drafting the proposal and as a southwest community member, I am outraged. 

“In a presentation to the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce this week, a Transwa spokesman made some startling admissions that must be brought into question such as:

· The issue of freight that is adding growing pressure on the Bunbury Perth rail line, had "never" been discussed at their meetings. 

· People who could not manage the steps could be put in wheelchairs and lifted up into the bus.  “This disregards the fact that they will not be able to utilise important facilities such as toilets or refreshments once seated”, Mr Castrilli said. Does this mean that Transwa will have a spare wheelchair on the coach for this service?  It is understood the coaches have a maximum capacity to only carry 2 wheelchair patrons and that at least10 days notice is required to allow for seats to removed.
· They did not believe the elderly or disabled would be disadvantaged.
· Road is more flexible than rail and safety on the roads was not an issue.

· That the proposal was partly addressing a locally generated request to introduce a day trip from Perth to Bunbury to boost the tourism economy. “However, I’m sure that it would not have been expected this to come at the expense of the existing service”, said Mr Castrilli.

“In addition, the figures the Minister and Department are using for the passenger numbers for the 6.00 am train is 46 passengers per day.  They fail to add that this is passenger numbers from Bunbury only, and the average for all stops along the line on the way to Perth is 72, which totally disregards the communities along the Australind path.  Neither does it acknowledge that the average passenger numbers for 2005 was 380 per day.

“Ms MacTiernan’s Avon link rail service, in comparison has 22 passengers per service and I don’t hear her looking to scrap that service.

“The fact is that this Minister is clearly not interested in the southwest community. She is completely metro-centric. 

“I encourage the southwest community who do not want the Australind service to be downgraded to continue to sign the petitions and writing letters to the Minister. 

“Together we can be heard and make a difference.

“We will not capitulate on this important issue and we will be taking the fight up to the Government until this regrettable proposal is disbanded, added Mr Castrilli.










