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Castrilli unites voice of opposition to rail plan

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA has called on the South West community to unite and send a clear message to end Minister MacTiernan’s plan to cut back the Australind passenger rail service. 

Mr Castrilli’s comments come in response to Minister MacTiernan’s continued public claims that she believed ‘public anger was largely a result of misunderstanding the proposal.’ 

“There is no misunderstanding regarding the proposed cut backs and the negative impact this will have on the southwest community,” said Mr Castrilli.

“Perhaps any misunderstanding is the Minister’s own comprehension of the current and future needs of our southwest community.

“Equally alarming is the Government’s non-effectual, knee jerk, ‘policy on the run’ changes to the proposal in response to the community uproar.

“In the latest round of ad-hoc policy making on the run, it has become apparent that the Government’s selling of the proposal has stepped up with the flagging of a Perth-based tourist rail service to Bunbury, pitched to the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce and Industries. 

“I fully support the introduction of new metro-based rail services but definitely not at the expense of the current service to the South West.

“This is just another indication that the policy continues to change with absolutely no regard for the southwest community,” said Mr Castrilli. 

“We have also come to understand that significant staffing issues would be negating factor of this new proposal addition, as staff are not able to work longer than a nine-hour shift. 

“This would mean inequitable accommodation stays for staff at either end of the run, making this suggestion plainly ridiculous, in the context that we will lose our current services to make this a reality.

“We cannot afford to have the wool pulled over our eyes, with clever sales initiatives.

“I urge all southwest communities to continue to sign the parliamentary petitions and mark Saturday, August 19 – Australind Rally at the Graham Bricknell Memorial Music Shell on their calendars.

“The first thing we must do is reject this proposal outright. Then we can look at upgrading the Australind service and increasing its ability to better serve the southwest community and our tourism potential,” Mr Castrilli said.   

