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	John Castrilli MLA
Shadow Minister for

Commerce & Trade; South West


July 31, 2006
Is the Minister really listening? 

Bunbury Member John Castrilli is concerned by recent comments from Transwa General Manager Kim Stone that currently response to the proposed downgrade of the Australind service is 50-50.

I have been inundated with calls, letters and visits from people wanting to sign petitions who strongly oppose the proposal.

Mr Stone continues to suggest that any opposition to the proposal is due to misinformation to the public.  However this smacks of arrogance to suggest that regional people are unable to read a proposal and make an informed decision themselves.

The major undeniable fact of the proposal has always been that the Australind is to be cut to one service a day, effectively removing a much cared about country service. 

Regional commuters already have the choice of an average five return coach services per day.  These services do not require the worrisome transfer from a coach at Mandurah onto the metro-rail for the remainder of the journey to Perth.  

It is understood that Transwa have contracted a telephone survey to gauge public opinion.  

“However I would suggest that if Mr Stone and Minister MacTiernan were really listening to the people they would not have to spend the taxpayers money on such a survey.

“If they had of listened to the people when they had their information booths in Bunbury and along the South West towns they would be hearing loud and clear that the people of the South West want the Australind to be upgraded, not downgraded.

“I want to hear peoples views whether they are for or against the proposal and I urge the public to continue to contact my office.”










