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Australind derailment stopped in its tracks 

Shadow South West Minister John Castrilli has joined with the vast majority of South West communities to celebrate Alannah MacTiernan’s announcement to withdraw the proposal to cut back the Australind passenger rail service from Bunbury.

Mr Castrilli’s, who has led the ‘Save the Australind’ campaign from the outset, said Alannah MacTiernan’s back flip resulted from the South West community’s relentless rejection of the poorly thought out plan.

Mr Castrilli warned that despite the victory, the fight for the Australind was not yet over.

“This is a great result for our South West communities and the people should be congratulated,” Mr Castrilli said.

“We can celebrate in the knowledge that our collective voice forced this back-down and we have made a significant and positive difference to our collective futures in the South West.”

“However it is important that we now begin to plan the real improvements for the Australind passenger rail service.   

“About 6,000 people have signed a petition that I will still be tabling in Parliament which not only asks for the Australind service not to be downgraded, but call for it to be upgraded and maintained as an important community service.”

“Real improvements in delivery, efficiency and scheduling would provide a greater service that would be embraced by South West communities. 

“This will also allow the service to endure any possible Government plans of future derailment.” 

Mr Castrilli said the Australind has the ability to travel at a faster rate but poor track conditions at certain stretches restrict its speed.

He said the need to improve the track to handle increased freight must also be a priority. 

“Although the Australind has priority over freight trains it is sometimes required to give way as sidings to allow the passenger train to pass are not long enough,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This problem will only be exacerbated by planned expansions in the alumina industry and potential of coal freight rail movements to Bunbury port for export.

“The planned public rally where thousands were expected to attend has now been cancelled due to this great win, however, I ask everyone who has signed petition pages to please forward them into my office before 18 August as part of the continued fight for previously promised upgrades”.

All community members and groups are invited to provide suggestions into possible service improvements that will become part of opposition policy development aimed at improving the Australind service for the entire South West region.  










