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Castrilli tables opposition in Parliament

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli MLA will table his Save the Australind petition in Parliament tomorrow.

The petition with its 8633 signatures will be presented in the Legislative Assembly to reinforce to the Government that the South West has a voice and will continue to insist that the communities of the southwest get a fair go. 

“For the Minister to withdraw the proposal before the conclusion of their own consultation period is proof that the Government’s proposal was poorly thought through and that little consideration had been given to the people who relied on the Australind as a lifeline to the city.”  Mr Castrilli said.

“Even with our outstanding victory which has essentially saved the Australind passenger train service, it is important to still table the petition in Parliament because the petition also calls for the Australind service to be upgraded. 

“I will continue to pursue the Government on improving this service.

“The current rolling stock needs to be replaced as replacement parts for the aging carriages are proving difficult to be found, the promised upgrade of the track needs to continue from Pinjarra to Brunswick and the sidings need to be lengthened to allow for the increased length of freight trains.

“In addition, better management and scheduling of the track use is required to provide better flexibility and tie in with other existing public transport.

 “What we do not want is purely cosmetic improvements to the Australind train service, we deserve real improvements that will upgrade the service making it more useful for our southwest communities.

“It is important that this Government understand the depth of opposition that the southwest communities have for any proposal that downgrades important services and infrastructure in the region. 

“What we can learn and take away from this is that - we as a community, have the ability to influence and change the metro-centric policies of a Government who’s idea of regional development is a Railway that goes to Mandurah.”

