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Worker’s compensation rules for police unjust   

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli says it is archaic that WA police officers are not provided workers’ compensation and fully supports a private member’s Bill introduced into State Parliament. yesterday.

The Bill, proposed by Murray MLA and former policeman Murray Cowper, seeks to alter the current situation where police have to demean themselves by begging for financial help to pay medical bills.
West Australian police officers are not covered for ongoing medical benefits once they have left the WA Police force.

 “If workers in other industries worked under the same conditions there would be a public outcry,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Our society should provide police officers with financial protection and moral support, so that they can sustain their families and their property.

“They had better not get injured at work because there is no safety net for them.”

Mr Castrilli said the officers’ plight was first brought home to him last year when he was approached by a former police officer soon after being elected to State Parliament.

“This guy had been injured in the line of duty and was no longer with WA Police,” he said.

“”He had suffered financially and I could see the enormous stress he and his family were under.

“At the time, I could not believe our police officers were not always compensated when they left the force through injury or illness, attained in the line of duty.

“Yet who do we in the community look to protect us? What is our first point of contact if we feel threatened? 

“When something goes wrong we call the police and they put their lives on the line every day, every time they go work.

“Police officers have guns pointed at them, knives held at them, they are kicked, punched, bitten and spat at and they are involved in car accidents.

“They are called to traffic accidents and confronted by shocking images. This sort of pressure builds up.

“Of all the occupations, it is the most dangerous.

“However, they are not afforded any compensation when they are injured while protecting the community.

“We do not afford the police the basic rights or protection afforded any other worker in the community.

“It is high time this changed and I fully support the Member for Murray’s Bill.”










