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        Government must defer Yarragadee decision

The state government must postpone its decision on tapping the Yarragadee aquifer by at least 12 months, says Shadow Minister for the South West and Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

The extra time is required to further investigate environmental and economic concerns that information so far released by the projects proponent, the Water Corporation, has raised.

Mr Castrilli said: “The feedback I have received from independent experts and staff within some government departments involved in the project is that an informed government decision is not possible with the information collected.

“Water Corporation has provided its own experts with the data base and parameters from which they must make their assessments.

“ It is a corruption of process for the organisation that wants to exploit the Yarragadee to be pulling the purse strings and providing the science on which assumptions are made.

“Questions such as the impact on wetlands, impact on salt intrusion into the Yarragadee and impact on river eco-systems from reduced water flows need to be answered.

“Even the proposed pipeline route is flawed.  I have had farmers in my office with real concerns for their future due to the subdivision of their properties by the pipeline”. 

Mr Castrilli said Water Corporation had not undertaken sufficient work on the future water needs of the South West region and that no one believed the ‘tap’ would simply be turned off if problems arise once abstraction begins.

“Governments do not spend over $600 million on infrastructure only to turn round a year or five years later and say they got it wrong and the money was wasted”, he said.

There is also considerable concern over the true long term plans Water Corp has for the Yarragadee. The size of the proposed pipeline means the addition of extra pumping stations could easily double the 45 gigalitres Water Corp has proposed taking and putting into the Integrated Water Supply System to supply Perth.

“We need to be in a situation where the ramifications of any additional tapping of the Yarragadee is fully understood, and the state needs a long term water strategy that incorporates a multi-water development solution to meet water needs for the next 50 years to 100 years.

Stop-Gap measures are not acceptable and in trying to push the Yarragadee development without undertaking proper studies the government is playing Russian Roulette with the South West environment”, said Mr Castrilli.










