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Fix Regional Health Facilities
A plan to re-establish Bunbury as the only non-metropolitan region in Western Australia to have an Intensive Care Unit has stalled.

The ICU for the Bunbury Regional Hospital was budgeted for in the 2006/07 state budget but a commitment of funds and a timetable for the project has yet to be made.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said: “The business case for the ICU is still being completed and until that is done it cannot get funding from the Department of Treasury.

“It could take another 12 months before an approval is on the horizon, making this yet another false start by the Labor Government in keeping its election promises.

“The Greater Bunbury Region has a large population base to service but getting the right medical facilities in place is taking far too long”.

Currently the regional hospital can only ventilate patients for 24hrs before a transfer to a Perth Hospital.

 An ICU can provide immediate resuscitation, cardiac respiratory support for critically ill patients, monitoring and prevention of complications in medical and surgical patients and intensive postoperative support, mechanical ventilation for sustained periods and cardiovascular monitoring  

Mr Castrilli said the ICU was one of a growing list of medical facilities on the drawing board that were being delayed.

“A $2.7 million dental clinic was to have started construction in June this year but we are still waiting for the first sod of soil to be turned.

“I are also waiting on a response from the State Government on allocating $120,000 in funds to purchase equipment to treat kidney stones at the SWDC.

The absorption in December last year of the South West Area Health Service by  WA Country Health Service was meant to improve health services to the region.

Communities in the Greater Bunbury area and South West Regions continue to be disadvantaged by inadequate access to services metropolitan areas take for granted.

The ICU should be a vital piece of the SWHC arsenal for helping save lives and it should not take another 12 months just to get a timetable for the $350,000 project.

