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Licensing debacle 

Waiting times for vehicle license testing has blown out to four months in Bunbury and is threatening the livelihood of individuals and local businesses.

Currently in Bunbury there is only one full-time assessor for both commercial and personal licence testing.

People and businesses trying to book in for a licence test today cannot be assessed until March or April next year. Any further pressure on the system and that could easily be blown out further.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said: “I am aware there has been employment issues at the offices of the licensing department but that is an internal issue, not one that the community should be penalised with over an extended period.

“There has been a rise in people coming to my office to complain about the licensing situation in Bunbury.

“I have parents concerned their children will not be able to apply for jobs that require a license and commercial businesses worried that they cannot process new drivers to keep their businesses viable”, said Mr Castrilli.

“Western Australia’s licensing system is in need of an overhaul. The system we have is obviously not working. If Bunbury was to loose it’s sole assessor the already over heated system would go into meltdown”.

In NSW certain businesses can become accredited to carry out stages of commercial training for licences using RTA accredited log books.

“More staff or accredited independent assessors are needed in Bunbury and other regional areas in the South West to cope with the growing waiting list for licence assessment.

“The situation has only worsened over the past 12 months and it will not get better until the State Government recognises the problem and puts funds money into the system to fix it”, said Mr Castrilli.

