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Tougher Anti Hoon Laws Not Tough Enough
Changes made to strengthen anti-hoon laws do not go far enough, said the Member for Bunbury and Shadow Minister for the South West John Castrilli.

Mr Castrilli said an additional amendment was required so that first offenders had their cars impounded for seven days, not 48hrs as exists under current legislation.

“Impounding the cars of ‘hoon-drivers’ is the clearest message to send to offenders that their actions will not be tolerated.

“Many of these anti-social drivers spend lots of money and time on their vehicles, and to have the vehicle taken away for a considerable length of time is a big disincentive to committing ‘hoon-activity’.

“I and my Liberal colleagues have pushed for this amendment but to date the Government prefers to rely on the inadequate deterrents contained in the 2006 Road Traffic Amendment Bill”.

 “However, a proposed change in the legislation I do support is to give greater weight to evidence given to Police by members of the public”, Mr Castrilli said.

Currently Police are unable to act on information provided by the public unless the offender is caught red handed by Police committing a road offence.

With the proposed changes Police will be able to enact the ‘anti-hoon’ laws if they feel the evidence presented by witnesses if sufficient and can be help up in Court.

Cars will also be able to be impounded by drivers that exceed the speed limit by 45km an hour. 

Mr Castrilli said with the road toll up 20 per cent on last year it was appropriate to broaden the powers of the Police to curb reckless driving 

“I have witnessed numerous occasions of hoon behaviour and unfortunately I have also seen hoon-activity in school zones.

“It is time to take a harsh stance against these offenders and let the message be loud and clear that dangerous driving will not be tolerated.”

The proposed changes were last week approved in the Lower House and require Upper House ratification to become law.

