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Water disaster looms
The Yarragadee proposal to pipe water from the South West to Perth should clearly not proceed, this is the clear message from the Environmental Protection Agency report released today.

Despite giving the Labor Government the green light to proceed with the $600 million project the detail of the report paints a picture of a looming environmental and economic disaster for the South West.

According to the EPA the Yarragadee aquifer underlying much of the South West has a recharge rate of only 150 gigalitres a year. This compares to previous estimates of 400 G/L a year.

Already 45 G/L a year is removed from the aquifer and this would rise to 90 G/L under the Water Corporation proposal to pipe water to Perth. The Department of Water has estimated 120G/L can safely be removed from the Yarragadee each year.

However, the estimate is not considered by the EPA to have sufficient analysis to be considered “an environmentally sustainable allocation limit”.

Bunbury MLA and Shadow Minister for the South West, Mr John Castrilli, said the report was damning on the Water Corp proposal and clearly showed it should not go ahead.

“Even if the unsubstantiated 120 G/L figure is correct it means there will only be 30 G/L a year to provide for the economic and population growth of the South West.

“Our region has one of the fastest growing regional economies and population increase in Australia and by proceeding with the Yarragadee proposal the labor government will be trading away the future of the South West.

 “As if that is not bad enough there is also a clear failure to account for the environmental impact the proposal will have on delicate ecosystems in the South West.

“The report sets out the high level of monitoring that Water Corp will have to undertake once it starts taking water but at no stage is it mentioned what constitutes environmental damage sufficient to stop pumping.

“Given that it can take 10,000 years for water to reach from the surface to the aquifer I have no faith that the monitoring will provide the right information to prevent an environmental disaster.

“At many points the aquifer breaches the surface or lies a short distance below ground level. By lowering the water table through excessive pumping there is a clear danger to the aquifer being polluted from the inflow of other saline aquifers.

“And for Bunbury’s future the picture is also grim. The lowering of the water table will cause salt water to intrude into the aquifer below Bunbury, potentially ruining the bores that our independent water supplier, AQWEST, uses to supply the city with water.

“AQWEST supplies the cheapest water in the state, clearly if the bores are ruined and Bunbury is forced to buy water from Water Corp it will lead to a substantial rise in water bills and the loss of a company that has served Bunbury for over 100 years.

Mr Castrilli said the Labor Government has traded away the future of the South West and we now have to fight to prevent this looming disaster from occurring.










