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Water shortage bodies ill

Water Corporation’s recent failure to provide adequate water to a few small communities has raised serious concerns over its ability to successfully manage taking water from the Yarragadee aquifer, says Shadow Minister for the South West and Member for Bunbury John Castrilli.

Water Corp has blamed climate change and hot weather for its failure to have adequate supplies of water for Australind, Eaton and Dalyellup in the lead up to Christmas.

Mr Castrilli said this was obviously a falsehood as AQWEST managed to keep Bunbury supplied with water without any difficulty.

“Both AQWEST and Water Corp take water from the same aquifer to feed into areas under their control in the Greater Bunbury Region. The difference is that AQWEST has in place long term planning to meet demand, whereas Water Corp has failed to put in sufficient infrastructure to match demand.

“In fact, AQWEST previously applied for the licence to supply water to Dalyellup but its bid was undercut by Water Corp, which had a significantly lower spend on infrastructure provision to meet the growing regions needs”.

Mr Castrilli said Water Corp could not say it was caught by surprise at the population growth in the three regional areas that now have insufficient water supplies.

“Such an admission shows how little Water Corp understands the dynamics of the economy and population growth of the South West.

“If it can get it so wrong in a localised area how can we possibly trust that Water Corp understands the greater regional needs of the South West in making recommendations to the State Government on the proposed Yarragadee project, said Mr Castrilli.

