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Heart attack victim disgrace 

A Bunbury women suffering from a heart attack could not be tested because of a delay in installing and commissioning a new heart diagnostic unit at Fremantle Hospital.

The horrendous situation suffered by Mrs Jean Hough has only come to light as her desperate and now outraged husband Mr Ken Hough seeks help for his wife.

Shadow Minister for the South West and Bunbury MLA, Mr John Castrilli, urged the Health Minister Mr Jim McGinty to intervene and take immediate and personal action in the case.

“Media outlets have repeatedly broken stories of disgraceful situations in our health system. This case leaves me feeling sick that people are being so disregarded by the State Government. It is not the fault of the hospitals, it is the fault of an under funded health system.

“Hospital staff have confirmed that one of the delays to Mrs Hough’s treatment was caused by equipment breakdown and that a new unit had been installed and was operational but had yet to be given the all clear for use by technicians.

“However, the new unit was part of a package of new equipment for Fremantle Hospital announced with considerable fanfare by Mr McGinty in November 2004 and which was supposed to be operational in early 2005.

“It has taken Mr McGinty an additional two years to simply get some new equipment installed. It makes you wonder how many people have been in Mrs Hough’s position over the past 18 months.

“Mr McGinty must intervene in this case and apologise to Mrs Hough for the stress and anguish she has been placed under.

The Hough’s ordeal began on January 19 after Mrs Hough was admitted to Bunbury Regional Hospital and diagnosed with a heart attack.

Mrs Hough was flown to Fremantle Hospital two days later to the Cardio Unit for a cardiovascular ultrasound (know as an echogram) to test the condition of her heart.

She was fasted and prepped for the procedure the following day but the test was cancelled.

Over the next two days Mrs Hough was fasted and prepped each day only to have the procedure cancelled twice more. After the third cancellation Mrs Hough was so distressed she was discharged to return to Bunbury at her request and given medication.

It was on the final day of Mrs Hough’s stay at the Fremantle Hospital that her husband was told by staff that a new Echocardiology Unit had been installed at the hospital but could not be used.

After returning home to Bunbury five days after her heart attack Mrs Hough was back in the Bunbury Region Hospital that evening, where it was discovered the Perth hospital had given her the wrong prescription for her condition.

Mrs Hough is still in hospital awaiting this vital test and is being given injections twice a day to keep her stabilised.

To add insult to injury there is also now an issue with getting Mrs Hough to Perth for the tests. Because she is now stabilised and not an emergency case the hospital may not be able to fly her to Perth as it did after the heart attack.

Her husband is worried that if he has to drive her to Perth he will not be in a position to help his wife if she has another heart attack or her health declines during the trip.

