[image: image1.png]



	
	John Castrilli MLA
Shadow Minister for the

South West & Commerce & Trade; 


January 31, 2007

Incontinence help fails to arrive

Western Australia remains the only State without an incontinence subsidy scheme six months after the program was supposed to be introduced.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli began campaigning for the subsidy program in 2005. After drawing the attention of Parliament to the hardships being placed on pensioners and other sufferers repeatedly an $18.1 million, four year program was announced by the State Government in May last year.

The scheme was to have been introduced in July last year but the deadline passed with no mention of the scheme.

Follow up calls to government departments resulted in confirmation the scheme would be available in January this year. Subsequent questions in Parliament by Mr Castrilli received a response that the scheme would be implemented and available on February 1.

“Today is D-Day and there is still no scheme in place. With the correct aides incontinence sufferers can lead normal productive lives. However, the high cost of these products to people on a pension or low income means that their lifestyles can be severely restricted.

Mr Castrilli said: “Depending on the severity of the case incontinence sufferers have to pay between $50 to over $100 a fortnight on incontinence aides and if the sufferer cannot afford the cost it is often the carer that has to accept part or all of the financial burden.

“Western Australia is the only state without an incontinence subsidy. I congratulated the Government when it announced the subsidy but my goodwill has rapidly soured as delay after delay has stopped implementation”.

Mr Castrilli called on the Disability Services Minister Tony McRae to ensure the program is implemented without further delay.

