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Respite care reaches crisis point

Bunbury families with disabled loved ones are being ignored by the State Government and will shortly lose one of the only respite facilities available in the city.

Shadow Minister for the South West and Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said the imminent closure of the Casa St Angelo respite centre would mean the only facility available to provide respite services in Bunbury would be the Government subsidised Activ Industries.

However, Activ Industries is a limited service. It is mostly fully committed, has access restrictions and provides no nursing services which is essential for clients who require specialist feeding procedures and regular medical treatments.

It is understood the pending closure of Casa St Angelo on February 28 will mark the third closure of a respite facility in Bunbury in as many years.

Mr Castrilli said: “This is an appalling situation for families who already shoulder a great commitment in providing for the needs of their loved ones 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

“Surely it is not too much to expect these families who are often stretched to the limit, to be able to have a day or two of respite occasionally to reduce the pressure their circumstances generate.

“Casa St Angelo is a wonderful facility but it has been unable to be classified as a preferred provider to gain government subsidies. It has managed to stay open for the past few years but is now in an unviable financial position and has to close.

The tender process to be awarded preferred provider status has been under review by State Disability Services since October 2004 and since then no new provider has been able to get preferred service status.

“It is unacceptable that this review is taking so long and unbelievable that the tender processes have ceased without an alternative method being introduced, leaving our most vulnerable families without services”, Mr Castrilli said.

Families using Casa St Angelo have to pay $230 a night instead of $28.50 a night for a government subsidised facility.

“It is not just the patient but the families and carers that need our support and understanding of the difficulties they face every day.

“If the situation with Casa does not have a good resolution there will be families and individuals in Bunbury that will suffer”.

“Bunbury needs a respite centre that can cater for all levels of disability and Casa St Angelo appears to be the clear answer to that need.  In January I requested the Minister for Disability Services, Mr Tony McRae, urgently review this situation and give the facility preferred provider status,” said Mr Castrilli.

