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Back Beach funds welcome but housing and health neglected

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is disappointed that there have been no major announcements by the visiting State Cabinet for new projects to assist with the vital areas of affordable housing and health where people are suffering the most.

While Mr Castrilli has welcomed the announcement by the Premier to fully fund the final stage of the Back Beach redevelopment project, he said all other funding announcements was old money already promised prior to the last election. 

For a number of years, the Greater Bunbury region has been growing at an enormous rate, and only last week it was announced that Greater Bunbury is now officially recognized as the fastest growing area in Australia.

The State Government has not recognised this fact. 

“Over the past years, I have consistently called for long term strategic planning for our region so that our future needs can be met in a timely basis,” Mr Castrilli said.  

We are now faced with a regional hospital that is incapable of supporting the region and a health system that is unable to cope with demand.   

Bunbury is suffering from a gross shortage of General Practitioners which will only place a heavier burden on the Emergency Department in the future.

“This problem is only going to increase at a rapid rate, and the Government needs to act now, not in “approximately two years” as has been suggested by Minister McGinty,” Mr Castrilli said.

Bunbury continues to be ignored by the State Government with no new money being provided for vital services.   

“With the huge budget surplus, funds should be urgently made available to upgrade the Emergency Department at the Bunbury Regional Hospital and to address the other shortages within the hospital.”  Mr Castrilli said.

Urgent funding was also required for immediate purchase of additional public housing stocks and land made available for affordable housing, such as the large parcel of land on Washington Avenue that the Government has refused to release for development.










