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Taxi subsidies discrimate against regional WA 

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has slammed the State Government for once again ignoring the needs of regional WA by excluding regional taxi drivers from the recently announced $8 million funding package to provide an increased subsidy and services for customers in wheelchairs.

The new funding package will increase fuel subsidies for metropolitan Multi-Purpose taxi drivers from $5 per trip to $10 per trip.  In addition, the existing Vehicle Modification Grant to upgrade a taxi with a wheelchair hoist etc, has been increased from $8500 to $15,000.

Regional taxi drivers do not qualify for either the subsidy or the Vehicle Modification Grant.

In May last year, Mr Castrilli raised the issue with the Minister for Planning & Infrastructure during budget questioning as to why the original subsidy scheme did not include regional Multi-Purpose Taxi Drivers.  The Minister gave her assurance at the time that she would look into the matter.

“Not only has the Minister not addressed the situation but she has rubbed salt into the wounds of regional taxi-drivers by now doubling the subsidies and incentives available to metropolitan taxi- drivers,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It is an absolute disgrace that a subsidy scheme to assist provide better transport services for people with a disability excludes people living in the regions.

“Does the Minister believe that people that live outside of the metropolitan area do not have disabilities or require services?

“It is another disgraceful example of this city-centric Government disregarding regional people.

“Regional taxi-drivers both need and deserve the same subsidies as the metropolitan drivers to enable them to continue to provide wheelchair taxi services for people with disabilities.”










