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Education Minister should clean up his own government

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said Education Minister Mark McGowan had been exposed with the revelation that State Government departments were skimming money off the top of the Commonwealth’s Investing In Our Schools program.

“The Minister wanted to slam the Federal Government in State Parliament last week about not giving adequate funding to Western Australia,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It is now revealed that funding from Canberra to WA schools has lost up to 23 per cent of grants given to schools due to ‘management fees’ charged by the Department of Housing and Works.

“These actions are disgraceful and do not enter into the spirit of the funding – to provide badly needed infrastructure for schools neglected by the State Government.”

Last month Mr Castrilli wrote to Federal Education Minister Julie Bishop seeking her investigation into an unsuccessful application by South Bunbury Education Support School, a special needs school that is without a suitable playground or shade structure.

However, Mr McGowan seized on the letter to slam Canberra.  

“Mr McGowan should stop playing Federal politics and sort out his own government’s failure to deliver appropriate infrastructure, without rorting the system.”  Mr Castrilli said.

“I do know that the money skimmed off by the State Government department for management fees could have paid for the needs of this important local school.”

“I cannot see how the DHW can charge management fees – especially exorbitant management fees – for work they should be doing under the normal wages of their employees.

“Mr McGowan should stop criticizing others and look into why this school of long standing has no playground, no suitable play equipment and no shade structure.



”He should fund from the millions that has been pocketed from the Investing in Our Schools Program the immediate installation of this equipment to this special school.










