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April 10, 2007

Canteen changes are bureaucracy gone mad 

Member for Bunbury John Castrilli has urged the Minister for Education to review the unrealistic guidelines of the Healthy Choices policy for School Canteens.

Under the new policy, only foods approved by the West Australian School Canteen Association can be served in state school canteens.  All foods are labeled Red, Amber or Green – with all Red items to be totally removed from sale by the end of first term, and Amber foods can only be served sparingly.

While applauding the initiative to implement “Healthy Choices” within school canteens, in a Grievance delivered in Parliament last Thursday, Mr Castrilli outlined a number of issues that suggest that this is a policy of “bureaucracy gone mad”.

“The Policy has completely taken away the Canteen Managers ability to make any decisions within the Canteen”, Mr Castrilli said.

“These are trained people who can no longer decide on what vegetables to put into their home made soups”.  

“The approval process is biased towards the large commercial brands and  businesses that can afford the $500 fee for approval of each individual item, disadvantaging small businesses and local bakeries.”

“There is only one rule for all schools – lower primary to upper high school – country and metropolitan.

“It is ridiculous that the policy has determined that a large Year 12 child can only consume the same size drink as a small grade one child and no consideration is given to country students who require a hearty breakfast after having to travel long distances in the early mornings.









