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Budget ignores South West’s basic needs

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has slammed the 2007-08 State Budget for its failure to meet the basic needs of those living in the WA’s fastest growing region.

“The Minister is touting a $5.8 billion capital works program for WA yet only $240 million of that will be spent in the South West – a measly 4 per cent.

“The South West has been ignored, it is as simple as that. I predict the Labor Government is expecting the region to wait for the critical services and infrastructure until election time,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Until then people in the South West will have desperately depleted health services, a dangerous police shortage, ageing education infrastructure and power services that can only be described as third world.

“The big ticket items the Treasurer has announced for our backyard are old news and old money - 95 per cent have been announced in the past and are regurgitated promises which they have failed to come good on.

“Manea College, Dalyellup Secondary College and a mental health unit for Bunbury are just a few old projects the Government has renounced to mask the fact that the South West is being ignored.

“Meanwhile the infill sewerage program, which has constantly been scaled back in the South West, has suffered yet another $4.4 million cut which will curb property developments and cost the environment significantly.

“What the Treasurer doesn’t seem to realise is that the people of the South West are smarter than he thinks and will not be content sitting around, waiting until the next election for critical services they need now.”

