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Infill sewerage commitment stinks

Shadow Minister for the South West John Castrilli has slammed the 2007-08 State Budget for its failure to meet the basic needs of those living throughout the region.

“One element of the Budget which is of a serious concern to me is yet another reduction in funding for the State’s infill sewerage program,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The South West in particular will continue to suffer because the Labor Government is ignoring the basic needs of those in regional WA.

“Regional towns have been crying out for infill sewerage for years yet the Labor Government has slashed $4.4 million from the program this year.

“In 1998-99 $96 million was spent on the infill sewerage program yet this year that has dropped to a measly $30 million.

“Regional WA has been ignored, it is as simple as that. I predict the Labor Government is expecting the region to wait for the critical services and infrastructure until election time.

“Until then people in the whole region will have desperately depleted health services, a dangerous police shortage, ageing education infrastructure and power services that can only be described as third world.

“The big ticket items the Treasurer has announced for our backyard are old news and old money - 95 per cent have been announced in the past and are regurgitated promises which they have failed to come good on.

NOTE: The amount budgeted for the Infill Sewerage Program for the financial years ending 1999 to 2006 is as follows: 
1999 - Expended $96.334 million
2000 - Expended $87.227 million
2001 - Expended $86.908 million
2002 - Expended $51.387 million
2003 - Expended $34.805 million
2004 - Expended $26.449 million
2005 - Expended $33.363 million
2006 - Budgeted $34.4 million

