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People power saves Yarragadee

Today’s decision to shelve plans to tap the Yarragadee aquifer is a great victory for the people of the South West.

“People power has prevailed and the dark cloud looming over the future of the South West has lifted,” Mr Castrilli said.

“However I hope this proposal does not return to haunt us again – the Premier has not ruled out the Yarragadee in future water supply plans and that raises many questions.

“While we toast this success we must also stay on our guard and continue to push for the Yarragadee proposal to not only be shelved but abolished.

“I urge the Premier to commit to a timely and drastic overhaul of the Government’s water conservation program to bring WA in-line with global standards.

“Currently huge volumes of rain are running off into rivers and the ocean from Perth streets, water that could be trapped and recycled.

“That is clearly not good enough – Australia has a poor track record on water recycling globally and WA is regarded as the worst State in Australia in this regard.”

Mr Castrilli said the South West community needed to also ensure that all environmental impacts are full investigated for the desalination plant.

“Using Wellington Dam as an alternative water source was the Liberal Party’s first preference and this seems to have been ignored by the Labor Government.

“While building a second desalination plant is a less energy-efficient and far more costly option, it is preferred over the destructive Yarragadee option. However we must ensure the strictest environmental protection and monitoring measures are imposed.”










