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Regional taxi subsidy push gathers speed
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed news that the Labor Government will propose legislation to offer regional taxi drivers the same subsidies as Perth operators for transporting people with disabilities.

Mr Castrilli received a response this week from the Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Ljiljanna Ravlich stating she will propose new legislation to bring the regional taxi industry in line Perth.

“I have been pushing to correct this inequity for more than a year with little light at the end of the tunnel – until now,” Mr Castrilli said.

“South West taxi drivers have been up in arms about the city-centric subsidies for Multi-Purpose Taxis so I am pleased that the Labor Government has finally recognised that.

“In the South West we are seeing too many State Government decisions, policies and programs that do not extend into regional WA but it is great that people down here are standing up and fighting for what is fair.

“I congratulate the taxi drivers of the region for not taking this lying down.

“I now urge the Labor Government to act quickly, draft this legislation and introduce it in a timely matter – to delay will hit struggling regional taxi drivers hard.”

NOTE: On March 29, 2007 the State Government announced an $8 million funding package to increase subsidies for multi-purpose taxis in metropolitan WA. The funding did not extend to regional WA. The package increased fuel subsidies for metropolitan multi-purpose taxi drivers from $5 per trip to $10 per trip. In addition, the existing vehicle modification grant to upgrade a taxi with a wheelchair hoist has been increased from $8500 to $15,000.

