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School sinks further into state of disrepair
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has called on the Labor Government to immediately allocate an extra $3 million to Newton Moore Senior High School to complete the promised upgrade to the rundown facility.

 

"In 2004 the Labor Government announced the $9.5 million redevelopment yet today no ground works have been done and the school has now been told it needs to scale down the project by $1.5 million," Mr Castrilli said.

 

"This is in addition to skimming $1.4 million off the project last year because of esculating building costs.   

 

"It's a vicious cycle which is the result of poor planning by the Minister for Education who should be aware that when capital works promises are not delivered on time - extra funds are needed to factor in rises in building materials and labour.

 

"Newton Moore Senior High School is 41 years old, it has 14 transportable classrooms, running taps, inadequate toilets and an array of other basic needs. The Education Minister appears to have no acceptable excuse for letting this vital project lag and has ignored formal questions on notice I submitted to him in February.

“The Budget allocation is now three years old and without an increase the school community will be forced to accept a facility which does not even meet the basic needs as identified by the Project Control Group.

“Should the school be forced to go back to the drawing board, this will result in even further delays and further escalating costs.

 

"Parents are up in arms and I am extremely angry that a major high school in the State's fastest growing region is in such disrepair.

 

“I will continue to press this issue in Parliament this week because the teachers, students and parents of the Newton Moore community deserve better than this.

“The Minister should provide the required $3million to allow for the work to begin immediately and to honour the promise made at the last election.”










