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Forum to tackle soaring road toll

The disastrous first half of the year on WA roads has highlighted the importance of Friday’s planned South West Road Safety Forum, which is aimed at finding solutions to prevent more senseless deaths.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has organised the forum, to be held in Bunbury, in conjunction with the WA Office of Road Safety.

In the morning young people will take part in the forum’s game-show format which will gather data on young motorists’ behaviours and attitudes to driving. In the afternoon community leaders will gather to discuss real and tangible options to curb the road toll.

“So many families are suffering unimaginably because of traffic crashes – children have been left without parents and parents have been left without their children,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Millions of dollars have been put into this issue but still the road toll continues to climb.

“Obviously multinovas, the State Government’s answer to making roads safer, are not the answer - we need to look at programs that we can implement in the South West that will significantly dent the statistics.

“One option I would like to pursue is compulsory driver training and education in our high school curriculum. I believe the more knowledge and practical experience our youth get, the more equipped they will be to handle hazardous situations and committed to safe practices.

“Road planning and design is another issue which needs addressing.

“I don’t want this forum to be another talk-fest – what I want is cohesive community participation to cement solutions.

“Sadly we are all too aware of what the problems are – we now need the answers.”











