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Forum sparks search for solutions
Friday’s South West Road Safety Forum was the catalyst needed to bring the devastating road toll to the fore of discussions and to prompt action, according to Shadow South West Minister John Castrilli MLA.

“The Road Safety Forum I hosted on Friday highlighted the extreme need for more investment in both time and money to significantly dent the devastating road toll in the South West,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The forum is the catalyst we needed in the South West to table these notable ideas and come up with some real solutions to combat this distressing trend.

“It was made clear that most strategies being applied in WA are not working and are not resulting in safer driving practices among all motorists, both young and old.

“The youth of the region told us on Friday that they were affected by the high number of road deaths but it is clear that more needs to be done because a number of worrying behaviours were brought to light.

“While the answers to the survey were not what we would want – they paint the real and honest picture about what hurdles we must overcome when devising road safety strategies. It was refreshing that these young people were so keen to tell the truth and participate in planning for a brighter future.

Some interesting 62 young people surveyed were:

· 57 per cent drink and drive – 19 per cent of those drink between three and five standard drinks before driving while 17 per cent drink more than eight standard drinks before driving.

· 30 per cent regularly drive more than 20kmh over the speed limit.

· 38 per cent would get into a car with a drunk driver.

· 88 per cent always wear a seatbelt.

· When asked before the survey if they believed they could make a difference in reducing the road toll, only 10 per cent believed that was a ‘very realistic’ statement. However at the end of the morning that number rose to 50 per cent.

· 72% didn’t know what the safety rating was of their car. (Community leaders were also unaware of the existence of safety ratings)

“In the afternoon about 50 community leaders gathered and while there wasn’t enough time to hear the array of ideas these people had – it showed the minefield of expertise which already have in our own backyard. 

“I plan to draw on that expertise to address this issue which is plaguing the South West.”

Mr Castrilli will meet with community leaders and relevant community groups over the next few months to create a list of recommended region-specific strategies. He will then present those strategies to the Office of Road Safety Council. The data collected from the surveys on Friday will also be analysed by Monash University.  










