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Strain on patients eased but not cured

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed yesterday’s news that eight new accommodation units for people with manageable mental illnesses have moved a step closer to fruition.

“Getting sufficient mental health services and facilities in Bunbury is a barrow that I have been pushing for a long time and I am glad that finally, we have had some action,” Mr Castrilli said.

“In my office I am constantly confronted by the sad plight of people with mental illnesses and their families. Often they have little hope of gaining adequate treatment because, to put it simply, the services and facilities just aren’t available in the region.

“Many of these people are being forced to leave their support networks in the South West to access services and facilities in Perth and that is not good enough.

“Once complete, these units will be a valuable asset for those requiring care close to home and will alleviate some of the strain on people with mental illnesses in the region.

“However we must not stop here, there is still an extreme shortage of psychiatrists in Bunbury and we continue to wait for the much-needed and highly anticipated mental health unit at the hospital to be completed.

“We cannot rest easy yet but this is the first step in the right direction.”   










