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Rail promise failure will cause chaos

The Labor Government’s failure to come good on its promise to re-commission the Greenbushes to Bunbury rail line will put South West motorists in serious danger and result on in chaos on the region’s roads.

Shadow South West Minister John Castrilli MLA said an extra 144 truck movements would soon be traveling to Bunbury from the Lower South West once a new woodchip mill is commissioned.

“In 2004 our minds were put at ease when the Labor Government made this promise which was desperately needed to reduce the pressure on the region’s ageing roads,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This rail line is vital if we want to reduce road deaths, encourage tourism and make the region an attractive place to live.

“An extra 144 truck movements daily will result in chaos because our roads are not equipped to handle such traffic - Eelup roundabout is a prime example.

“The Minister’s sudden decision to amend the Transport Coordination Act to force more freight onto rail is a move which she hopes will buy her more time on this topic.

“Meanwhile more people will be injured and die on our roads as we wait for the Minister to work out the details of this legislation and how she will force more freight onto a rail line that isn’t functioning.

“In September last year the Minister assured us that the rail line would be hauling woodchips by the middle of 2007, however, that time has come and it seems the project is still several years off.

“This Minister is notorious for making big promises that she cannot keep and this is yet another one.” 










