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Lives gambled in hospital system’s Russian Roulette

South West patients are living in excruciating pain and lives are being put on hold because WA’s health system has reached crisis point.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said patients were living in agony – forced to wait months for critical operations.

One such patient is Bunbury’s 45-year-old Kevin Edmunds, a Category Two patient awaiting a spinal fusion at Royal Perth Hospital. He is living in severe and constant pain and his situation is made worse because he is relied upon as the sole carer of his wife who has a disability.

“The Labor Government’s neglect of the WA hospital system means patients like Kevin are being asked to wait patiently for critical operations to free them from unbearable pain,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Lives are being gambled with because there simply isn’t enough resources, staff and beds to make our health system safe and operational.

“In Kevin’s case he is in severe and constant pain and the only relief he can get is from narcotic analgesics which are extremely addictive. In order to survive until the operation he has been left with no choice but to become, in effect, a drug addict.”

Mr Castrilli said it was important that people on the waiting lists come forward and tell their stories to clearly show the community the real consequence of the Labor Government’s neglect of the hospital system over many years.

The call follows the release of the damning health report, State of Our Public Hospitals, which revealed that the Health Minister Jim McGinty and health boss Neale Fong are not doing their jobs.

“The Labor Government’s lengthy neglect of the hospital system is not just illustrated through statistics but through real people, suffering real pain and anguish.”

Amount of money spent per person has reduced, the number of beds per 1000 people has fallen and the waiting lists have blown out.
Note: As a Category 2 patient Kevin’s operation should have been done within 90 days. He has now been waiting eight months.









